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Book Reviews 607 

. . . His characters . . . fulfill their destiny in a manner that 
often suggests the fatalism of the Greek drama." — (p. 374). 

Dr. Haney hardly does well to dismiss these writers as pessi- 
mists, and to hail Browning as an optimist. Both these ex- 
pressions seem facile and unconsidered. To possess and repro- 
duce artistic melancholy need not involve one in philosophic 
pessimism, and it were much truer to recognize Browning as a 
meliorist. G. H. C. 

Colonial Prose and Poetry. Edited by William P. Trent and Benjamin 
W. Wells. New York : Thomas Y. Crowell Co. Pp. 1026. 

Students of history, as well as lovers of literature, will 
heartily welcome this new impression of a standard three- 
volume anthology of Colonial prose and poetry which has long 
been before the public, but which its editbrs now present to us in 
a most convenient, compact and inexpensive one-volume edition 
printed on thin paper. 

The editors have deserved well of the public in sifting a vast 
mass of curious, rare and often forgotten material, and in 
making the best of it so readily accessible. Many readers 
will be surprised to find our Colonial writings so rich in ad- 
venture, so instructive and so full of interesting details disclos- 
ing our early social and economic life; and so revelatory of the 
high, even if narrow, thinking of our Colonial forefathers. 

Some fifty authors are represented in the collection. Each of 
the three periodical divisions of the book is prefaced by an ad- 
mirable general introduction, and to each author are devoted a 
special commentary and a brief biography. S. L. Ware. 

The Influence of Christianity on thf Vocabulary of Old English 
Poetry. By Albert Keiser. Urbana: University of Illinois Studies in 
Language and Literature, Volume V, Numbers 1 and 2. 1919. Pp. 150. 

"In undertaking to present the influence of Christianity on the 
vocabulary of Old English poetry, we have attempted for Old 
English what Raumer and Kahle have done for Old High 
German and Old Norse." Such is the purpose of this mono- 
graph as expressed by the author. To accomplish this purpose, 



